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GEJ 4033

NARRATIVE APPROACH TO CONSOLIDATE
UNIVERSITY LEARNING

Hi, I am L

Welcome to my e-portfolio!

Iniversity life is a process of finding the meaning of life. Recalling 3 years
age, due to the failure in the college entrance examination, I accepted my
parents’ adyice an*d chose_ a!n__unfamiliar major: Ianguiagg stud_ie_w a
B strange major and city, | felt lost and lonely as never before.
SR "What is my goal?" " What is the meaning of my life?" Actually,
| was not sure about that. However, with slowly learning and
| exploring, | gradually found the worth of our life. Now, [ am

== positive and confident for both my current and future life.

FIND THE MEANING OF LIFE

MATURITY HAS EVERYTHING TO DO WITH THE ACCEPTANCE
OF "NOT KNOWING”

—— MARK Z. DANIELEWSKI, HOUSE OF
LEAVES

Name: [
Phone: +852 IR

Programme: Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in
Language Studies

Major: English

Current year: Year 4

Hobbies: Reading, Watching Movie, Playing the
Violin

Language: Language: Swedish - basic, Cantonese -
good, English - good, Chinese - proficient



PERSONAL PROFILE

@ Achieved a broad spectrum of experience in teaching, curriculum design, and cultural exchange

@ Gained an international profile by volunteering and studying in Romania, Sweden, and Hong Kong

@ Acquired a solid theoretical understanding of linguistics, and its application to language teaching

EDUCATIONAL HISTORY

@ The Education University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong

@ BA (Hons) in Language Studies (English) 09/20.-— 06720l

@ Stockholm University, Stockholm, Sweden

@ Exchange Term 01/200F- 06/2008

MY PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT BASED ON GILOs

Global-mindedness

Ethical Decision
Making

Social Interaction

GILOs Major strengths
Problem soloving Problem soloving
45 5

40
4

Critical Thinking Global-mindedness Critical Thinking
3
, , Ethical Dedsion
Creative Thinking Making . Creative Thinking

Oral Communication Social Interaction Oral Communication

Written
Communication

Written
Communication

Based on my reflection of my GILO's profile, I have achieved problem solving, global-mindedness, ethical

decision making
problem solving

and critical thinking and writing communication from my personal opinion. I develop
abilities from in course knowledge and out class experiences. Especially during teaching

experiences in various regions, I need to deal with different problems and view things dialectically.

Besides, due to t
and judgement.

ne education from my family and school, I can make a relatively correct ethical decision
However, I still need to improve in some aspects including social interaction and creative

thinking. I think :
of creative thinki
learning method

Regarding these
more. Secondly,

. am an introverted person so it is difficult for me to interact with people a lot. In terms
ng, it is connected with previous education experiences. Rote-learning is my main
and there lack opportunities of creating.

weaknesses, in the future, I will try to make more friends and communicate with them
[ will participate in more activities or competition requiring creativity.
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ACADEMIC

ACHIEVEMENTS

- ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

Scholarship 20j-20lB
= HKSAR GOVERNMENT SCHORLARSHIP—REACHING OUT AWARD

» EDUHK STUDENT EXHANGE SCHOLAESHIP
« WHOLE PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATE
= WHOLE PERSONDEVELOPMENT ADVANCED CERTIFICATE

- IN-CLASS STUDYING

‘Education Note:
& " -
v i Pedagogy 5, = Critical thinking: In some courses,
Translation Culture ! ; ; . ,
. | Q | /' distory especially literature, history, philosophy,
ligrap ~ \m _
tﬂ _. there is no stable answer for one
. question, I need to analyze or evaluate a
Linguistics . y a4 - - Mathematic
- 'General education ] - - .
| my TR - sadintap s | work or issue with given knowledge and
. | U information
_ Self-
Psychology] [ Academic| \ '®2™"8 e 2 = Cooperation: Group work and discussion
Literature \ . WITong. \ thinking

IS very common in any course, during

Y.

. 'j Philosophy |
nowledge / which, I learn to respect other's opinions,

Skills - and interact with different people

Emperati::rrﬁ = ;
\ = Skills for research: Skills for research

' Academic Achievements , .
in Class ' design, data analysis etc.

[ Skills for
research |

I am unfamiliar with my major at first, but, during the process of 3-year learning, I gradually enjoy the
pleasure of learning and equip myself with a broad and solid spectrum of English language studies,
ranging from literature, to linguistics and translation. This has enabled me to approach the study of
languages and linguistics comprehensively, critically, and analytically.

Besides, I also took various courses including psychology, history, mathematics, education etc, allowing
for me to have a wide breadth of my knowledge, competencies, and qualities from different fields.

More importantly, the university studying helps me develop skills, which is significant for the further
learning. With these skills, I can continue my postgraduate smoothly.



QUT-CLASS STUDYING

MY TEACHING EXPERIENCES

Shenzhen, China

Acquired English teaching experience
by auditing the teaching activities and
reading the teaching plans of experienced
English tutors at the school

Assisted the full-time English tutors in
grading students’ homework and exam
papers, and reported students’ individual
performances to the teaching research

team

Applied what I learned at the school to

Targoviste, Romania

Worked as English teacher, and designed
fun activities for local kindergarteners

Communicated Chinese <ultures in the
form of folk songs and dances to the
Kindergarten

Diversified and limproved my: language
teaching skills through English teaching

Acquired experience inteaching English
to_speakers of other languages in a global
context

School, Hong Kong

« Cooperated with the School to conduct a

five-week training session for non-
Chinese students to Iimprove their
mathematical aptitude in algorithm,
graphics and geometry

Discussed with the School about the
learning skills of each student, and
learned how to design motivational

games in line with the teaching syllabus

the preparation of teaching plans and

gave a demonstration class independently

= Learned how to manage a learning
cohort, stimulate students’ interest in
English, design curriculum and @xam
papers, and implementadiverse set of
teaching methods

[ have been actively.acquiring real-world experiences to verify the linguistic theories I have learned in
the classroom. It has been very fruitful to examine the theories from both teaching and learning
perspectives. I have contributed my knowledge to English language teaching in Romania and China,
where I taught English to students ranging from preschool toddlers to high school students. Not only
have these teaching and learning experiences enriched my background and broadened my horizons,
they have also compelled me to apply my understanding of linguistics to the social and practical
sphere.

My experiences have lent me insight into the similarities and differences in foreign language teaching
and learning in Romania and China. I have considered the impact and effectiveness of different
methods in enhancing language proficiency. From my observations, Romanian students are better at
speaking in English than Chinese students. These phenomena have intrigued me to account for the
factors that have caused such differences. These factors could include the impact of first language
on second language learning, language development variance across age groups, social status
and cultural identity, and teaching and learning methods.



- HOW ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS HELP ME IN MY FUTURE CAREER?

[ want to be a professional teacher...

| Literature Course _| ' Grammar Course  Translation Course | Phonology &
1 Phonetics Coufse

| Subject

{ knowledge
Professional Pedagogical -
knowledge < knowledge

TN

[chhulugy Cnurse] @M [ Pedagogy Course J

Language ﬁ - B - .
[ Acquisition CnurseJ WEHEHCESJ

To be a good English teacher, I have to master professional knowledge, pedagogical knowledge and
subject knowledge!

» The subject knowledge connects with English level and this is the foundation of teaching.

Professional knowledge and pedagogical knowledge emphasized the knowledeg related to the practical
» life and the knowledge obtained from teaching.

During 3 years, I equip me with the knowledge from the above three aspects

Note: A good teacher demands a lifelong learning

ngagements in language studies have reinforced my career objective of becoming a

onal English teacher. In the future, I would like to contribute to specialise in language teaching. In
y extensive undergraduate studies have cultivated my reflective learning skills and enlightened
he merits of lifelong learning. Through carefully integrated internships, I have had the rare
opportunity of approaching and applying linguistics from a global perspective.
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SOCIALACTIVITIES

MY ACTIVITIES:

- I Primary School, Shandong, China

English Teacher 067200 - 07/20}8

I consider the one-month volunteering teaching in this rural primary school as the most unforgettable
experience. This experience gave me an opportunity to rethink myself and the society, and
simultaneously hardened my resolve to be a teacher in the future. Here, I discuss this from socio-
emotional aspect.

-irstly, I present the background of this activity
briefly. This school was locatedin the town of
Liangditou, Cao County that was considered as
one of the poorest areas in Shandong province. I
was assigned to teach grade 6 students English.
Except the knowledge from the textbook, my main
purpose was to introduce some methods about
how to remember English vocabularies efficiently.

This experience helped me find another side of this society.
The gap between coastal regions and inland areas, between
big cities and rural areas, and between the rich and the
poor became wider, and there even existed a trend of class
rigidity. The economic imbalance led to disparities in
education recourses, which was<particularly reflected in
English education. Several years ago, there was no English
teacher in the school T volunteered in and now there still
lacks enough number of English teachers.

Facing this situation, I could not make changes to the general
environment and I felt myself was extremely small. More
frustratingly, the English level of my target students was lower than I
thought before, so I was not sure they could master the learning
methods I taught. I began to reflect on the meaning of my
volunteering activity: in one month, what can I change my
students? Can a few classes change their way about learning
English words? Unexpectedly, the children’s performance
encouraged me. They showed a keen interest in my teaching.
Although some knowledge was difficult for them to comprehend,
they listened to me very carefully. I was so excited and moved,
particularly, when a girl told me that this was her first time to find
that there existed different techniques in learning English.

Q




This experience changed my attitudes towards education, and I

rethought the meaning of education: the best teaching was not

i present knowledge to everyone, but to discover the great e 9
charm of knowledge. In this volunteering activity, from the
academic aspect, my teaching failed because the time was limited
and it was difficult for my students to master all of learning
methods. However, I opened a small window for my students,
making them realize that there were strategies in learning, which >
might influence their future learning: they can explore diversified .
learning methods by themselves. In fact, educating a child is

similar to cultivating a tree. A little water and sunshine also can

help them a lot. I don't think I can make changes to the society, but

I still want to be the sprinkler. Even if only one student changes

because of my arrival, I still feel happy.

-- Autism Centre, Guangdong, China
Volunteer 12/20}

This activity provides me an opportunity to contact with special children...

This was my first time to contact with autistic children. Children with
autism indeed were different form the normal. Their reaction was
slow and the learning abilities were lower, so the teacher need to
repeat the class contents for several days, but even worse, the
autistic children faced the discrimination form the society. For me,
honestly, I used to think they were abnormal, and stay away from
them in a subconscious attempt. Such thought let me feel shame
now. I realized that they are just a group of “special” children
and they also own joys and sorrows like other children, so there
is no reason to discriminate against any person only due to
his/her difference. [ wish the society can give them more care and
support by doing more publicity and creating. more opportunities for
the special children to get educated.

Mr. s the head of this autism center. I really appreciate his dedication to special education. He
was the first group engaged in autism rehabilitation in his city. He told me that he had been engaged in
autism rehabilitation:for 10 years since he graduated. This was not a simple job and he once wanted to
change job. "It.is the responsibility that encourages me to continue doing.” Firstly, the income was low,
although with the funding from government, there were lots of expenditure items in center, but once the
fee increased, many families could not afford that, which means many children with autism had nowhere
to go. Thus, they had to keep a lower price of rehabilitation.

In addition, teaching autism students was a not an easy thing. I also experienced and realized this during
volunteering. The language ability of this group of children was weak: their understanding and expression
skills were very poor. Furthermore, their coordinative ability was far worse than normal children, for
example, for typing shoelaces, a very simple thing, they need to learn for a week. “education requires
patience. Every student is very important. You are responsible for not only a child but also his
family” I was so impressed by teachers’ patience and sense of responsibility. Before, I only noticed
the positive side of teacher: they receive respect by the society and they have a stable salary and long
vacation. However, now I realize that as a teacher, the responsibility is very great. Moreover, as a
teacher, you not only need teach knowledge, but also cultivate the correct values and good
qualities, which is essential for both students and society because education is a means by which a
society passes on its values, technological skills and cumulative knowledge and helps to develop that
society so it may progress.

To sum up, the most valuable lesson I had learned during this experience is understanding the
responsibility of a teacher: once you decide to become a teacher, you must have the
responsibilities for your position as well as your students and you never give up it easily.
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~ GLOBALPERSPECTIVES -

MY GLUBAL BACKGROUND

» Born and raised in mainland China
= Studied in Hong Kong

» Volunteered in Romania

» Exchange programme in Sweden

EXCHANGE PROGRAMME07/200 1-06 /201
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Last semester, I participated in the student exchange programme to 'Stockholm university that is a top
university in Sweden. During the exchange, all the courses T took are about education and I found that
there existed many differences between Sweden and China. Here, I mainly talk'about the difference from
education and culture.

Firstly, the self-learning and group discussion are well
emphasized in Sweden. students need to read the course
iterature before class and in class, the teacher give
students enough freedom to discuss and express their own
opinions. At first, I did not adapt to this course pattern. I
was worried about my English and shy of speaking in front
of many people, but two weeks later, I am gradually
adaptive to this pattern: I began to share my idea actively
and enjoy the process of discussion, duringwhich, I
developed my oral communication skills. In addition,
my creative thinking skills and critical thinking skills
also improved. In early childhood course, we need to
analyze and evaluate one education issue Or policy with
evidence frequently. For instance, I shared the difference
between China’s and Sweden's'kindergarten curriculum and
talked about their limitations andéstrengths, which was
praised by my professor..Furthermore, we were asked to
connect knowledge with practice.and encouraged to come
up with creative utilization and applications. I
remember, in one class, the topic was how to design
outdoor activities. The professor led us in a nearby garden
to make fire using wooden bar and lighter and then let us
to think'how.the fire was made and the components of air.
Finally, taking this as an example, she encouraged us to
design a new class about components of air. This
experience.nterested me in education and stretched my
application ability. Besides, through cooperation with
classmates from various countries, my social interaction
skills were well trained.

Moreover, I have observed many differences in culture and values between Sweden and China. I
found that Sweden emphasizes individualism, but in Chinese culture collectivism is thought highly of. For
example, facingthe spread of COVID-19, Sweden and China adopted two different policies. The Chinese

believed tha

r the sake of national security, it was acceptable to sacrifice personal interests to answer

the government's call. However, the Swedish saw that the prohibition of going out was an infringement
on the right of theindividual, so the government could not take very strong measures. Moreover, through
my experience in Sweden, I also learned to view and analyze things dialectically. Thus, I do not
criticize the Sweden government's action, but from a social and cultural perspective, analyze why such a
policy oceurred, and begin to understand their ideas.
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Besides, I became more confident from an extremely shy girl: I could involve myself with people of all
backgrounds and nationalities, which was considered impossible in the past. In addition, studying in
Sweden was my first time to be away from my family so far and live in a totally unfamiliar environment.
During the exchange, I learned be independent and develop adaptive capacity to a new
environment. But, more importantly, I changed my attitudes towards the unknown life: don't be
panic or worried facing a new environment. “ Everything will turn out for the best.” Stay positive and

keep going, things will finally work out.




Find the Meaning of Life

“LIFE IS LIKE A BOX OF CHOCOLATES, YOU
NEVER KNOW WHAT YOU'RE GOING TO GET.”

——THE LINE IN FOREST GUMP

People never know what life is going to give us. But we live nevertheless. So every new experience is

something we really don't know about until we actually live it. It may be a terrible experience or it may
be the most wonderful experience ever. Thus, to be an independent and mature person, I need to

accept “not knowing” in life and learn to deal with it, because, as they say, that's life. Factually,
when I kept positive towards my unknown life, I found the meaning and purpose of my life.

MEANING OF LIFE

Through three-year university life, I find...

= My major is interesting and useful

= Overseas experiences broaden my horizons and change my characters

= Teaching experiences make me realize the teacher responsibility and bring me satisfaction
= Challenge is not formidable as I imagined before

These reflections and experiences contribute to my future plan: to be a English teach in the future.

REASONS WHY | WANT TO BE A ENGLISH TEACHER

1. Importance: Teachers are the backbone of society because teachers have ability to shape the future
leaders: they have an impact on.children of a society and have a power to change their lives.

2. Interest: teaching language is interesting for me. During 3-year university studying, I developed a
strong interest in linguistics, particularly in language acquisition and learning. Thus, observing, teaching,

helping others"language learning are a process of pleasure for me.

3. Make a difference: a teacher may spend more waking hours with children compared to their parents,
which means that teacher would teach students knowledge, life skills, ethical and social values etc. Thus,
a teacher can make a real difference in the lives of the children. I once was inspired by my primary school
teacher who is indelible in my mind. She cared about me and inspired me to be better, push harder ho
further. She also provided me other valuable things such as the bright life outlook, moral education and

the courage to brave the challenges in life and so on.

4. Love of children: I love children and getting along with them makes me happy and relaxed.

IN THE FUTURLE...

To become a better teacher...
I need to continue learning knowledge
including  linguistic, pedagogical and
» professional aspects.

-

i teacher /
AL
r.?"- e
e IIL" L :':-I. I ol
L]

Applying knowledge into practice is also

essential. Through teaching, I should develop

the ability about integration and flexibility, in

other words, dealing with problems, I need to

learn to utilize different knowledge from various
= fields flexibility according to certain situation.






